Abstract
Macro Social Work Practice in a World of Conflict
Ira C. Colby
Dean and Professor of Social Work
University of Houston
Houston, Texas
June 2, 2009

This paper recognizes that there are incredible experiences throughout the
world. Often, we do not recognize the beauty that surrounds us; technology and
our work interfere with our ability to acknowledge all that surrounds us. As a
result, we miss opportunities to build upon and create new pathways for macro
change. Throughout the world today, there are significant challenges, both
human and ecological, that threaten individuals and the ability to fully enjoy the
rights and privileges that should be assigned to all people including the respect,
dignity, and fairness. The author discusses the necessary interplay between
macro and micro systems that will result in significant and lasting change. To
illustrate his points, the author shares several examples of individuals who
created significant macro change through personal active commitment to
become fully engaged.



